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In a recent statement to reporters, Eugenio Rodriguez Balari, president of the Cuban Institute of
Investigation and Orientation of Internal Demand, said that Cuban households spend between 51
and 52% of their income on food. The sum accounts for goods purchased legally only, not in the
black market. The strictest rationing in almost 30 years is currenly in force, result of import cutbacks
from the Soviet Union and former socialist bloc nations. About 90% of Cuban imports come from the
USSR and Eastern Europe. On April 1, President Fidel Castro said that "today practically nothing
comes from the socialist bloc." He specifically mentioned steel and lumber imports, noting that
while in the past "the Soviet Union sent a half-million cubic meters of wood every year, it's been
some time since any arrived." Until last year, Cuba traded with 62 Soviet businesses. In the past
week, Soviet Ambassador Yuri Petrov said there would be some delay in implementing the 1991
Soviet-Cuban trade agreement formalized in December. He added that the delays would most affect
food, machinery equipment and oil imports. The Cuban government continues to distribute some
4.2 million meals daily free or at a symbolic price to almost half of the adult population of 7.5 million.
In addition, Havana pays wages to unemployed workers. (Basic data from AFP, 04/02/91)
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